
Holiday Countdown Checklist
Eight weeks of prep on one page.

8 weeks out

Set the total budget and split it by

person

List everyone you're buying for

Check last year's list for ideas and

lessons

Book travel and time off

6 weeks out

Order anything personalized or

handmade

Plan hosting: who, where, what you're

cooking

Update your card list and addresses

Buy wrapping paper, tape and tags

4 weeks out

Finish online orders before your order-by

date

Write and mail cards

Mail gifts that have to travel

Plan the holiday menu and shopping list

2 weeks out

Chase any orders that haven't arrived

Wrap as gifts arrive

Buy non-perishable food and drinks

Get gift cards for teachers, carriers and

helpers

Last week

Shop for fresh food

Charge cameras and batteries

Set out wrapped gifts with labels

Leave a little budget for last-minute

extras

After

Note returns and their deadlines

Send thank-you notes

Log final costs

Write down what to change next year
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