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QUIETCOG HAUNTED LIBRARY ESCAPE ROOM

The Whispering Stacks

Teens and adults | 2-6 players | 60-75 minutes | 8 puzzles | spooky-cozy

CASE FILE: THE NIGHT BEFORE THE CENTENNIAL

Welcome, Night Volunteers! It is the evening before the 100th birthday party of Larkspur Library. You
have stayed behind to hang paper lanterns, and as the clock ticks toward midnight the lamps begin to
flicker in a friendly sort of way.

A soft voice drifts from the stacks. It is Miss Thistlewick, the head librarian who ran Larkspur for 35
years, and the staff will tell you she never quite left. She has hidden the Centennial Book, a
scrapbook of the library's whole history, as a birthday surprise, and she has left a trail of riddles to the
tower where it waits.

Follow the trail, solve all eight riddles and open the Belfry door before the clock strikes the hour. You
have 75 minutes. Nobody is in danger, tea is on the way, and the ghost is rooting for you!
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Puzzle 1

Found inside the front cover of the guest book

FVX UQLM JXI X DMAVZ
UB MOQ PTSOCGF

Ex Libris - W. T.

.

left column of the square, slide along that row to the message letter, and read the top

keyword over the message again and again. For each pair, find the keyword letter in the
row to get the real letter.

Miss Thistlewick signed this bookplate with a Vigenere cipher. The keyword is the
4-letter name of the little winged visitor drawn on the plate (it loves lamps). Write the

Vigenere square:

Keyword (4 letters):
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IMABCDEFGHI!I JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
;AB CDEFGH I JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY ZA
@MCDEFGHI JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY ZAB
DADEFGHI JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABTC
M E FGH I JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABTCD
M FGHI1 JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABTCDE

(@G H I JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY ZABTCDEF
GEH | J K LMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDTETFG

I'J K LMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABTC CDETFGH
Nl K LMNOPQRSTUVWXY ZABCDETFGH I
MK L MNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHII J

ML MNOPQRSTUVWXY ZABCDEFGHI JK

YAMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHII JKL

MIN OPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHI JKLWM

(O PQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHI JKLMN

P QRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNDO

(O RSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHI JKLMNOP

MR S TUVWXY ZABCDEFGHI JKLMNOPRQ

SIS TUVWXY ZABCDEFGHI1 JKLMNOPQOQR

i@ T UVWXYZABCDEFGHI JKLMNOPAOQRS

AU VWXY ZABCDEFGHI1I JKLMNOPQRST

MMV WXY ZABCDEFGHI JKLMNOPQRSTU

MW XY ZABCDEFGHI!1 JKLMNOPQRSTUV

WX Y ZABCDEFGHI JKLMNOPQRSTUVW
[ Y ZABCDEFGHI JKLMNOPOQQRSTUVWX
y4Z AB CDEFGH 1 JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY

Key Letter: the 1st letter of your answer. Write it in Box 1 on the Belfry page.

Last word of the message:

Puzzle 1 of 8

Quietcog Haunted Library Escape Room: The Whispering Stacks of Larkspur Library | (c) 2026 Quietcog | Personal and single-classroom use

J

\.




